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FOREWORD
Bangladesh’s development gains over the past several decades have been impressive: it went from a food
importer to a food exporter; its economy has grown at nearly 6 percent annually for more than 20 years; it
has cut poverty rate by half over the last 15 years, and reduced under-five mortality by nearly 75 percent
between 1990 and 2015. Furthermore, innovations by Bangladeshi institutions such as Grameen Bank and
BRAC that introduced microfinance, non-formal education, cost-effective oral-rehydration therapies and its
Rice Research Institute’s High Yielding variety of rice have not only transformed lives of tens of millions
of its own people but also those of the world’s poor, especially women and children.
Despite these positive gains, many challenges remain in this dynamic country. One-third of Bangladeshis
still live in poverty. Its combination of high population density and low elevation make it highly susceptible
to rising sea levels and extreme weather events. With 160 million people living in an area that is 11 times
smaller than that of Queensland, Bangladesh’s challenges are formidable and these range from food
security, employment, environmental sustainability, gender empowerment, equity, social justice and good
governance. Bangladesh’s rising urbanization is also posing a different set of challenge for the country.
In order to sustain the momentum of gains and address various challenges that continue to confront the
country, Bangladesh must continuously research and explore new options. In this regard, the University of
Queensland (UQ) has been playing an important part in building Bangladesh’s human and intellectual
capacities through its various educational and research programs. There are now around 130 Bangladeshi
students studying various subjects and researching on issues as varied as social, human and physical
sciences to engineering and technology.
The growing presence of Bangladeshi students at the University of Queensland led in 2014 to the formation
of University of Queensland Bangladesh Association (UQBDA) in which Bangladeshi origin faculty
members, post-doc fellows and staff are enlisted as Advisors. Since its inception, UQBDA has successfully
held regular social and cultural events to fulfil their own and that of the larger UQ community’s multicultural needs.
As part of its many on-going activities this year the UQBDA has taken this extra-ordinary step to organize
a one-day conference for Bangladesh-centric RHD students of the University of Queensland and other local
universities to exchange information and share ideas involving their current research projects relating to
broader issues of development, climate change and social development.
UQBDA firmly believes that the conference would be an important forum for presenting and sharing
information on and strengthening Bangladesh-centric RHD works that are currently being conducted by
both Bangladeshi and non-Bangladeshi students and academics at UQ and other adjoining universities. At
the same time, it will profile Brisbane based universities especially UQ as an important knowledge source
on Bangladesh.

5

SCHEDULE
08:30-09:00 Registration
Inaugural session
09:05-09:10 Welcome speech by Md. Wasiul Islam, Convenor, Inaugural UQBDA Conference Organizing Committee
09:10-09:40 Chief Guest and Inaugural speech on ‘Water Challenges in Bangladesh: Understanding the Geopolitical,
Institutional Capacity and Governance Issues’ by Professor Karen Hussey, Deputy Director, Global Change
Institute, The University of Queensland
09:40-10:05 Keynote speech on ‘Bangladesh: Pathways to the Future’ by Professor Rehman Sobhan, Chairman, Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh
10:05-10:25 Coffee break and Poster presentations
Technical session 1: Climate change
Chair: Professor Bill Belloti, Food Systems Program Director, Global Change Institute, The University of Queensland
10:25-10:40 OP1: Climate Change Adaptation and Fossil Fuels in Southwest Bangladesh by Amy MacMahon
10:40-10:55 OP2: Water Scarcity and Internal Migration: Lessons from Northern Bangladesh by Mohammad Ehsanul
Kabir
10:55-11:10 OP3: Community Engagement for Sustainable Change in Selected Communities in the Southwest Coastal Region
of Bangladesh by Abdullah Noor
11:10-11:25 OP4: Micro-Credit for Solar Home System: Perception in Coastal and Mainland Areas of Bangladesh by Hafsa
Hakim Pial and Nafis Islam
11:25-11:40 Q/A and Discussions
11:40-12:40 Lunch break and Poster presentation
Technical Session 2: Governance and development
Chair: Associate Professor Patricia Short, School of Social Science, The University of Queensland
12:40-12:55 OP5: Resistance ‘From Below’: Power, Contestation and Negotiations in the Everyday Life of the Urban Poor in
Dhaka, Bangladesh by Lutfun Nahar Lata

12:55-13:10 OP6: Harassing to Motivating the Local Communities: Adaptive Co-management as an Innovative Tourism
Destination Governance Approach by Md. Wasiul Islam, Lisa Ruhanen and Brent Ritchie
13:10-13:25 OP7: Apparel Exports and Income Inequality: Evidence from Major Exporters by Md. Samsul Alam
13:25-13:40 OP8: Political Inclusion of Women in Local Government and Enactment of Women Empowering Laws: A Study
on Eve-teasing/ Sexual Harassment in Bangladesh by Khandakar Josia Nishat
13:40-13:55 OP9: Road Safety Evaluation in Bangladesh: The Need for a New Approach by S. M. Sohel Mahmud, Luis
Ferreira, Md. Shamsul Hoque and Ahmad Tavassoli
13:55-14:15 Q/A and Discussions
Technical Session 3: Socio-economic development
Chair: Professor Adil Khan, School of Social Science, The University of Queensland
14:15- 14:30 OP10: Nutritional Impacts of the Decline in Capture Fisheries and Growth in Aquaculture in Bangladesh: The
Need for a Nutrition-Sensitive Approach by Jessica R. Bogard, Sami Farook, Geoffrey C. Marks, Jillian Waid,
Ben Belton, Kazi Toufique, Abdulla Mamun and Shakuntala H. Thilsted
14:30-14:45 OP11: Identity, Language and Social Divide in Bangladeshi Print and Social Media by Iffat Jahan
14:45-15:00 OP12: Physical Activity of Young Adults in Dhaka City, Bangladesh by Riaz Uddin, Nicola Winship Burton and
Asaduzzaman Khan
15:00-15:15 OP13: The Reform of Evidence-based Police Investigations in Bangladesh – The difference between Rhetoric and
Reality by Mohammed Bin Kashem
15:15-15:30 OP14: Effects of Port Automation on Exports: Case of Chittagong Seaport Automation in Bangladesh by
Mohammed Robayet Khan
15:30-15:50 Q/A and Discussions
15:50-16:05: Coffee break
Closing session
16:05-16:20 Summary of technical sessions by Dr. Obaid Hamid, School of Education, The University of Queensland
16:20-17:00 Advisers’ Panel and Open Dialogue, Moderator: Dr. Asad Khan, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences,
The University of Queensland. Panel members: Prof. Adil Khan (UQ), Dr. Obaid Hamid (UQ), Dr. Robiul
Islam (UQ), Assoc. Prof. Moazzem Hossain (GU) and Dr Nawshad Haque (CSIRO, Melbourne)
17:00-17:05 Vote of thanks & closing speech by Md. Mahbub Alam, Member Secretary, Inaugural UQBDA Conference
Organizing Committee
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Poster Presentations:
PP1: Small Indigenous Fish and other Local, Nutrient-Rich Ingredients in Food Products for the first 1,000 Days of
Life by Jessica R. Bogard, Anne-Louise Hother, Manika Saha, Sanjoy Bose, Humayun Kabir, Geoffrey C.
Marks and Shakuntala H. Thilsted
PP2: Quality over Quantity: Applying a Nutrition Lens to Capture Fisheries and Aquaculture by Jessica R.
Bogard, Geoffrey C. Marks, Sami Farook, Kazi Toufique, Ben Belton, Abdulla Mamun, Jillian Waid and
Shakuntala H. Thilsted
PP3: Nutritional Implications of the Growing Aquaculture Sector in Bangladesh by Jessica R. Bogard, Shakuntala
H. Thilsted, Geoffrey C. Marks, Md Abdul Wahab, Mostafa AR Hossain, Jette Jakobsen and James Stangoulis
PP4: The Effects of Climate Change on Violence against Women and Girls: Global Findings and a Research
Agenda for Bangladesh by Khandakar Josia Nishat
PP5: The Effect of Brexit on The Economy of Bangladesh by Hafsa Hakim Pial and Nafis Islam
OP: Oral Presentation. PP: Poster Presentation.
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CHIEF GUEST & KEYNOTE SPEAKER

PROFESSOR

KAREN

HUSSEY,

the

Deputy

Director of Global Change Institute, is one of the
distinguished researchers at UQ. Professor Hussey is a
political scientist and economist, has vast research
expertise in the field of public policy and governance,
with a particular interest in public policy relating to
sustainable development. Her recent research has
focused on water and energy security, the role of the
state in climate change mitigation and adaptation, the
links between international trade and environmental
regulation, and the peculiarities of public policy in
federal and supranational systems. Please have a look
at her brief biography at www.gci.uq.edu.au/professorkaren-hussey. Professor Hussey is the chief guest at
the conference and will deliver the inaugural speech
on

Water

Understanding

Challenges
the

in

Geopolitical,

Bangladesh:
Institutional

Capacity and Governance Issues.
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PROFESSOR REHMAN SOBHAN is a prominent
Bangladeshi economist, and Founder and Chairman of the
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). He earned Bachelors in
Economics from Cambridge University and began his
career as an academic at Dhaka University in 1957.
Professor Sobhan has published 27 books, 15 research
monographs and 140 articles in journals relating to the
political economy of development, foreign aid, regional
cooperation

in

South

Asia,

and

democracy

and

governance. He was also a Visiting Fellow at the Queen
Elizabeth House, Oxford, a Visiting Scholar at Columbia
University and Senior Research Fellow at Harvard
University. Professor Sobhan has served the Bangladesh
Government with special responsibility for Economic
Affairs during the Liberation War in 1971. Professor
Sobhan was also involved in the U.N. Committee for
Development Planning and the Board of the U.N.
Research Institute for Social Development, Geneva.
Professor Sobhan will be delivering the keynote speech at
the conference on Bangladesh: Pathways to the Future.
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KEYNOTE SPEECH
Professor Rehman Sobhan will be presenting the keynote speech on Bangladesh: Pathways to the
Future. In his address, Professor Sobhan will discuss on building the positives, issues of
sustainability, growth of inequality, issues of inclusion and future research agendas arising from
these topics. The following is an outline of the key points that will be addressed by Professor
Sobhan.
1. The positives: steady growth, export competitiveness, Improved Human Development
(IHD) indicators (education, health, gender empowerment), poverty reduction, and macroeconomic stability.
2. Key drivers: global market dynamics and export growth, private sectors as drivers of
growth, rural development, construction boom in the public and private sector, investments
in Human Development (HD), gender empowerment, and relative insulation of these
mentioned drivers from political instability and governance constraints.
3. Issues of sustainability: sustaining democracy, crisis in governance, shallowness and
weakness in the capital market, infrastructure gap, sustaining export growth, need for
productivity enhancement in agriculture and SME, quality issues in HD, and environmental
challenges.
4. Issues of inequality and inclusion: measuring inequality in all areas – issues of reliability of
data, distinguishing between symptoms and sources of growing inequality, addressing the
limitations in the astructural policy responses to poverty and inequality at the national and
global level, socio-political implications of growing inequality, and the challenge of
democratizing democracy.
5. Key research challenges: the need to deepen understanding of the drivers of growth,
financing investment for growth, export growth and diversification, and the dynamics of
poverty reduction and income inequality.
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TECHNICAL SESSION 1
CLIMATE CHANGE
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Amy MacMahon

Amy MacMahon is a sociologist,
activist, carer and gardener from
Brisbane. She is currently writing a
PhD thesis on the role of gender
relations in climate change adaptation
in Bangladesh, focusing on four rural
communities in the southwest coastal
region. These communities are facing
the impacts of climate change as well
as processes of agricultural and
economic liberalisation, which are
impacting on people’s access to food,
water, land and work. Amy has also
done work and research on urban
agriculture, food security, renewable
energy policy and fossil fuel
divestment.

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
AND FOSSIL FUELS IN SOUTHWEST
BANGLADESH
Agricultural communities in Southwest Bangladesh are facing
the impacts of climate change, as well as the impacts of a range
of environmental changes that have occurred as a result of poor
planning and development interventions. In Rampal, an area
suffering from salinity as a result of shrimp farming,
groundwater over-extraction, and up-river damming, a coal-fired
power plant is being developed. The plant is also just 15
kilometres away from the Sundurbans Forest, a world-heritage
listed mangrove forest that supports local communities and
ecologies. Drawing on conversations with communities, NGOs
and government officials in and around the development, I
examine the political ecology of agricultural adaptation in the
context of business-as-usual industrial development, drawing on
key themes from the food sovereignty movement. Local food
security and livelihoods are being challenged by economic
development, with an expectation that the Plant will develop a
new local economy. NGOs and environmental groups, including
Bangladesh central food sovereignty movement, the
‘Bangladesh Krishok Federation’, have opposed the Plant,
highlighting failures in governance and democracy. Elsewhere
in Bangladesh, anti-coal movements have become violent.
Parallels are drawn between Bangladesh and Australia regarding
coal and coal seam gas and impacts on agricultural land,
communities and essential ecosystems.

KEYWORDS: Climate Change, Rampal, Fossil Fuels, Political
Ecology, Sundarbans
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Mohammad Ehsanul
Kabir

Ehsan is currently a PhD candidate at
the Griffith School of Environment,
Griffith University Nathan Campus. His
research area involves internal
migration linked with environmental
changes in the context of Bangladesh.
Ehsan obtained his masters from
Monash University with specialization
in environmental analysis. He is an
Assistant Professor of Environmental
Economics (currently on study leave) at
Dhaka School of Economics, a
constituent institution of the University
of Dhaka, Bangladesh. His research
interests include environmental
governance, political ecology, migration
and displacement within the broader
spectrum of the interaction between the
society and the environment.

WATER SCARCITY AND INTERNAL
MIGRATION: LESSONS FROM
NORTHERN BANGLADESH
This study aims to understand the linkages between seasonal
drought and internal out-migration of the rural people living in the
Northern Rajshahi district of Bangladesh. The study has applied
several qualitative techniques to unpack vulnerabilities of the
migrating households and their relationships to weather changes,
namely drought in the study area. Historically the study region is
known as highland Barind Track, with relatively low annual
rainfall and absence of river and underground water for agriculture
and other agri-based livelihood options. Water scarcity often ended
with crop failure and food shortage for the larger rural agriculture
dependent population of Northern Bangladesh. Hence it is
anticipated by some recent studies that such livelihood
uncertainties aggravate rural/urban out migration rate from the
Northern Barind Track. This study conducted a two months long
fieldwork at Tanore sub-district of Rajshahi district, which is
ranked as the most severely affected place for crop failure due to
seasonal drought, as reported by the government documents.
Interestingly the empirical data is far more complex than the
quantitative forecasting of some current literature. Over the last
decade, hundreds of deep tube-wells (DTW) have been introduced
by a government body to combat the challenges of water scarcity in
this drought prone region. However, the study has found that
benefits DTW accrue inequitably - farmers that can pay the cost of
irrigation – the rich farmers - are eligible to gain access to and
benefit from such facilities. Such an arrangement that ameliorates
somewhat the drought challenges of the well-to-do farmers has
significant environmental ramifications in the sense that these
interventions contribute to very high rate of ground water
depletion. Moreover, access to irrigation has become solely
dependent on farmers’ ability to pay for water, as they have to pay
on hourly basis to the authorities to irrigate paddy fields. In this
particular context, this paper suggests that DTW solution of
seasonal drought and water is not only limited in coverage, and
iniquitous that marginalizes the poor causing outmigration it also
entails significant negative environmental consequences
KEYWORDS: Seasonal Drought, Water Scarcity, Climate
Change, Internal Migration, Vulnerability and Bangladesh
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Abdullah Noor

Abdullah Noor completed his
secondary school certificate
examination from Faujderhat Cadet
College, Faujderhat, Chittagong,
Bangladesh. After immigrating to the
United States, he completed his
Bachelors in Public Health from the

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FOR
SUSTAINABLE CHANGE IN SELECTED
COMMUNITIES IN THE SOUTHWEST
COASTAL REGION OF BANGLADESH
The southwest coastal region of Bangladesh is one of the most
vulnerable regions in Bangladesh, affected by different
calamities like climate change and manmade disasters. Project
Khulna Research Evaluation and Outpost (KREO) is an
undergraduate research and service project involving
collaboration among Khulna University, Bangladesh; the
College of William and Mary, USA, and Initiative for Right
View (a local non-governmental organization). The project aims
to build partnerships with selected communities in this region to
undertake research and develop small-step local efforts to
mitigate the effects of flooding and environmental change. We
believe that effective and sustainable change will require
community control over the priorities, the decisions, and the
change efforts and that undergraduate researchers can serve as
facilitators. The project first undertook research to understand
local community characteristics and differences. Then, we
sought to facilitate collaboration among residents and hope that
working together on common problems will increase the
resilience of the community. KREO researchers have observed
evidence of marginalization and alienation among residents and
we believe that these characteristics result in part from
development changes in the local area and broader region. For
example, changed land-use activities in the broader region have
resulted in salt water incursion and that has damaged traditional
fishing activities. Local residents have found themselves cut off
from the crucial resource that supported their livelihood. We are
currently focusing on Khulna, Bagerhat, and Satkhira districts,
describing the local areas and their economic resources and
difficulties, and investigating what projects residents believe
could improve their lives.

College of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, Virginia. Currently,

KEYWORDS: Community engagement, sustainable change,
climate change, community ownership, marginalization.

Abdullah is a first year medical student
at the University of Queensland.
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Hafsa Hakim Pial

Hafsa Hakim Pial did her Bachelors in
Social science in Economics from
University of Dhaka. She is very much
willing to start her career as a
researcher.

MICRO-CREDIT FOR SOLAR HOME
SYSTEM: PERCEPTION IN COASTAL
AND MAINLAND AREAS OF
BANGLADESH
In a densely populated developing country like Bangladesh,
energy crisis is a major national issue, given that the natural gas
and coal reserve is adequate only for next twenty five to thirty
years. Among renewable energy sources, only solar and biomass
energy can be influential solution due to unimpressive prospect
of wind energy, fuel cell, geothermal and tidal wave energy. In
this study, a baseline survey has been carried out to find out
suitable financial schemes for Solar Home System (SHS)
projects in different locations of Bangladesh. Currently available
payment methods to install SHS are: Full cash payment, Fee for
service and Micro-Credit (MC). Information was collected by
inventory survey on 120 SHS users from 14 villages of 6
districts (Natore, Bogra, Pabna, Sirajganj, Barisal and Jhalkathi).
The ‘Fee for service’ option is offered only by Rural
Electrification Board (REB) which is in fact an electricity
distribution authority owned by Bangladesh government; the
Non-Government Organizations (NGO) offer the ‘Micro-Credit’
scheme. It was found that almost 85% people in coastal area
prefer the Micro-Credit system over Fee for service. The logic
behind this opinion is to own the SHS by MC scheme as there is
less chance of national grid expansion in coastal areas in near
future. On the other hand, 70% people in rural mainland area
have chosen the rental option. When the grid connection will
reach these areas, the owned SHS by MC scheme will become
an unwanted burden. Therefore mainland people prefer Fee for
Service. The result found from this research will help any donor
country or authority to make their decision to donate in SHS
projects of Bangladesh.
Co-author(s): Nafis Islam
KEYWORDS: Micro-credit, solar home system, fee for
service, rural electrification, renewable energy
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TECHNICAL SESSION II
GOVERNANCE & DEVELOPMENT

18

Lutfun Nahar Lata

RESISTANCE ‘FROM BELOW’:
POWER, CONTESTATION AND
NEGOTIATIONS IN THE EVERYDAY
LIFE OF THE URBAN POOR IN
DHAKA, BANGLADESH
Many urban poor in Dhaka depend on access to urban
negotiated space to earn livelihoods. By ‘negotiated space’, I
refer to any kind of urban space that is used by the urban poor
to earn livelihoods through some kind of negotiation processes.
The urban poor often face threat of eviction from their spaces of
livelihoods either by the government or the local level
administration or the local residents as they use public and
parochial space (Lofland 1998) to earn their living; however,
use of these spaces for selling products is formally illegal.

Lutfun Nahar Lata is a sociologist
currently pursuing a PhD in Sociology at
The University of Queensland, Australia.
She is currently writing a PhD thesis on

Hence they apply different strategies to appropriate these spaces
to earn their livelihoods. Drawing on data from qualitative
interviews with 100 street vendors and using Sattola slum as a

urban poor’s access to public space for

case, this paper seeks to explain the resistance strategies that the

earning income, using Sattola slum,

urban poor of Dhaka utilise to access negotiated space both

Dhaka as a case. Lata has also done

within and beyond the slum for earning a livelihood.

research on urban poverty, social class
and inequality, cultural capital and
education. Her research interest focuses
on urban poverty, informal economy, right

KEYWORDS: Power, resistance, negotiations,
contestation, negotiated space, public space, urban poor

to the city, urban space, gendered space,
social class and inequality.
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Md. Wasiul Islam

Md. Wasiul Islam is a Forester. He did
his second MSc in Forest and Nature
Conservation Policy (Minor in Leisure,
Tourism and Environment) from
Wageningen University, the
Netherlands. He is working as a faculty
member in Forestry & Wood
Technology Discipline, Khulna
University (currently on study leave).
Before joining Khulna University Wasiul
worked three years as an Assistant
Conservator of Forests in Bangladesh
Forest Department. Currently Wasiul is
a PhD student at UQ Business School
(Tourism Cluster). His research
interests are: adaptive co-management,
governance, nature-based tourism,
policy, wildlife and participatory forestry
practices. For more:
www.business.uq.edu.au/staff/wasiul-islam

HARASSING TO MOTIVATING THE
LOCAL COMMUNITIES: ADAPTIVE COMANAGEMENT AS AN INNOVATIVE
TOURISM DESTINATION GOVERNANCE
APPROACH
Adaptive co-management (ACM) is a dynamic and innovative process
where institutional arrangements and ecological knowledge are
continuously tested and revised through a process of learning-by-doing.
Founded on the active participation and collaboration of diverse
stakeholders including the local community, ACM offers opportunities
for more flexible approaches to tourism destination governance.
Governance is a recognised challenge for many tourism destinations
around the world like the protected areas of Bangladesh. ACM has been
suggested as a means for enhancing tourism destination governance due
to the fact that it offers a framework for bottom-up and more inclusive
governance approaches. Considering this context, this case study aims
to empirically investigate how an ACM approach can contribute
towards enhanced tourism governance approaches. This study
investigates how governance related information and knowledge is
perceived, shared and used by stakeholders through the ACM approach
considering the context of tourism in Lawachara National Park (LNP),
Bangladesh. This is a qualitative, exploratory and embedded single case
study. Semi-structured, face-to-face interviews were conducted with
local community and official stakeholders of LNP. The results show
that before introducing ACM approach, the local communities felt
‘harassed’ by the park authority. Further, the traditional fence and fine
system couldn’t restrict the illicit fellers and poachers of the LNP.
Nevertheless, the advent of the ACM approach in the LNP motivated
those local communities to become involved in nature-based tourism
and other alternative income generating activities along with various
awareness development campaigns. Awareness development has been
found as one of the new dimensions of governance that can influence
many governance issues of the park that ultimately promotes the park
conservation efforts as well as empowers the local communities.
Co-authors: Lisa Ruhanen and Brent Ritchie
KEYWORDS: Adaptive co-management; governance; awareness
development; motivation; tourism destinations; Lawachara National Park
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Md. Samsul Alam

Md. Samsul Alam is a PhD scholar at
the Department of Accounting, Finance
and Economics in Griffith University,
Australia. He completed his MSc from

APPAREL EXPORTS AND INCOME
INEQUALITY: EVIDENCE FROM MAJOR
EXPORTERS
The apparel industry is one of the most significant export sectors in a
number of developing countries. It is widely claimed that apparel
exports play an important role in generating employment and
reducing poverty in many developing countries. This study aims to
investigate the relationship between apparel exports and income
inequality for the period of 1995-2013 in eleven major apparel
exporting countries; namely, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India,
Indonesia, Mexico, the Philippines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Turkey and
Vietnam. We employ a multivariate model by considering economic
growth, financial development, foreign direct investment and gross
capital formation as control variables. The panel cointegration
technique suggests that there is a long-run equilibrium relationship
among the variables. The long-run elasticities indicate that apparel
exports significantly reduce income inequality in the sample
countries. Moreover, the impulse response also suggests that apparel
exports reduce income inequality in the short-run since the apparel
industry creates job and income opportunities for unskilled and less
educated poor workers. These findings offer important policy
implications to reduce income disparities in the major apparel
exporters.
KEYWORDS: Apparel exports, Income inequality, Economic
growth, Financial development, Foreign direct investment and Gross
capital formation

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University,
Japan. His research area is industrial
and development economics.
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Khandakar Josia
Nishat

Khandakar Josia Nishat is a PhD
student at the School of Nursing,
Midwifery and Social Work, UQ. She
completed her Bachelor and Masters in
Women and Gender Studies from
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. She
worked as Research Assistant at
Transparency International
Bangladesh, and she was also actively
involved with several national and
international NGOs. Her main research
interest is to work for women to
achieve empowerment and equality in
the society.

POLITICAL INCLUSION OF WOMEN
IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
ENACTMENT OF WOMEN
EMPOWERING LAWS: A STUDY ON
EVE-TEASING/ SEXUAL HARASSMENT
IN BANGLADESH
In recent times, ‘eve teasing’, a form of sexual harassment has
emerged as a major source of harassment of women, especially
young women, in Bangladesh. In order to curb such violence
successive governments in Bangladesh have enacted gender
empowering laws and introduced gendered governance reforms,
namely mandatory inclusion of women councilors at the local
government (LG). The main aim of my proposed study is to
examine whether these women empowering laws and gendered
governance reforms are succeeding in combating “eve-teasing”
and also to what extent the cultural and behavioural
arrangements of the society influence actions on eve teasing.
More specifically the study will explore the following
objectives:
 the relevancy of existing enacted laws regarding eveteasing;
 the roles and capacity of women representatives at the
LG (Upozila level) in implementing gender empowering
laws and curbing eve teasing;
 perceptions and lived experiences of girls/women of
different classes and locations (urban, rural) regarding
eve teasing, access to legal services, community
attitudes and support
 the roles of NGOs, media etc.; and
 the role of Shalish, the village community court.
A qualitative research methodology is currently being developed
that would include four main data gathering methods: an
extensive literature review; document analysis;
in-depth
interviews with victims, local women representatives,
government officials, police and NGOs; focus group discussions
with community members. It is expected that the study findings
will help in formulating policies and interventions that would
strengthen the on-going processes of gender empowerment in
Bangladesh.
KEYWORDS: Local Government, Eve-teasing/Sexual
Harassment, Eve-teasing/Sexual Harassment related Laws,
Women’s Empowerment, Bangladesh
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S. M. Sohel Mahmud

S. M. Sohel Mahmud belongs to the
Accident Research Institute (ARI),
Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (BUET). He graduated
from Khulna University of Engineering
and Technology in September 2003 as
a Civil Engineer and completed his
M.Sc. studies in 2009 from BUET. In
presenting M.Sc. dissertations, he
studied on the Deficiencies of Land use
and Transportation System in Dhaka
City. Mr. Mahmud has started his
career initially as a Research Assistant
at the ARI, BUET. Currently he is
working as an Assistant Professor in
the same institute.

ROAD SAFETY EVALUATION IN
BANGLADESH: THE NEED FOR A NEW
APPROACH
Social, economic and infrastructure losses due to road traffic
accidents and its consequences are one of the major concerns
and clearly emerges as a serious development challenge in
Bangladesh. It is predicted that the tragic, premature healthy and
costly loss of lives and permanent disability will accelerate if the
traditional practices of safety improvement are continued.
Indeed, the traffic safety evaluation in Bangladesh is currently
based on traditional approaches, including before after studies,
black spot identification and treatment, road safety audits etc.
Although these approaches are well established, they have not
always been appropriate, as the quality of accident statistics and
professional capacity is often questioned. Moreover, these
approaches have some other experimental limitations and
application challenges, which are more prevalent in Bangladesh.
Therefore, there is a need for scientific methods that yield valid
and reliable safety measures without the need for (or in addition
to) the use of accident data. Application of traffic conflict
techniques for the diagnosis of the accident problems has gained
research interest as a proactive surrogate measures.
Development of advanced image processing systems, as well as
computer vision techniques for automatic discrimination of
conflicts has opened new prospects. Traffic safety
microsimulation modelling using surrogate indicators is also a
promising advancement regarding this. This paper provides a
framework for safety evaluation beyond the traditional
approaches with the integration of recent advancement in
surrogate safety evaluation for Bangladesh. At the beginning,
the paper assesses accident data in Bangladesh, in terms of its
quality and worthiness with a view to highlight the need for
changing of vision and methodological approach for traffic
safety evaluation in Bangladesh. Two control case studies are
provided. Other constraints related to the traditional approaches
are also discussed. Finally, future research directions designed
to achieve sustainable road safety objectives in Bangladesh are
outlined.
Co-author(s): Luis Ferreira, Md. Shamsul Hoque & Ahmad
Tavassoli
KEYWORDS: Traffic Safety, Traditional Approaches, Accident
Data, Surrogate Measures, Bangladesh
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Jessica R. Bogard

Jessica R. Bogard is a public
health nutritionist who has worked for
several years in Bangladesh with
WorldFish - an international research
institute which focuses on the
development of fisheries and
aquaculture to address poverty and
food insecurity. Her research seeks to
improve the contribution of the fisheries
sector to alleviation of malnutrition in all
its forms.

NUTRITIONAL IMPACTS OF THE
DECLINE IN CAPTURE FISHERIES AND
GROWTH IN AQUACULTURE IN
BANGLADESH: THE NEED FOR A
NUTRITION-SENSITIVE APPROACH
Fish is by far the most important animal-source food in diets in
Bangladesh, and is inextricably linked to the culture and
livelihoods of the Bangladeshi people. Fisheries is in transition,
where supply from diverse capture fisheries (dominated by
hundreds of small indigenous species) is stagnating, and
aquaculture is rapidly expanding. Development of aquaculture
has been a key strategy for addressing poverty and food and
nutrition insecurity. However, nutritional quality of fish varies
according to species, size, their food sources, and the
environments in which they are produced. A shift away from
diverse capture species, towards consumption of a select few
farmed species has implications for nutrition, which are yet to
be explored. We conduct temporal analyses, using nationally
representative household income and expenditure surveys
corresponding to this transition in Bangladesh (1991-2010), of
fish consumption from capture fisheries and aquaculture, and
associated nutrient intakes from fish. We find that people are
consuming more fish in total, with a declining proportion from
capture fisheries, and a growing proportion from aquaculture.
Whilst total fish consumption has increased by 30%, intakes of
iron and calcium from fish have significantly declined (by 15%
and 14% respectively, P<0.01), and intakes of zinc, vitamin A
and vitamin B12 have remained unchanged. The only likely
explanation for this lower overall nutritional quality of fish
consumed over time, is the growing proportional contribution of
farmed fish species, which have been shown to be lower in
micronutrients. Our results highlight unintended negative
consequences of policy decisions which are narrowly focused
on maximising production and productivity of food systems. As
aquaculture becomes an increasingly important food source for
many, it must embrace a nutrition-sensitive approach, and
promote diverse production systems if it is to truly contribute to
reducing the burden of malnutrition in Bangladesh.
Co-author(s): Sami Farook, Geoffrey C. Marks, Jillian Waid, Ben
Belton, Kazi Toufique, Abdulla Mamun and Shakuntala H. Thilsted
KEYWORDS: nutrition, malnutrition, capture fisheries,
aquaculture, micronutrients, nutrition-sensitive, food systems
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Iffat Jahan is a PhD researcher in
Applied Linguistics in the School of
Languages and Cultures at the
University of Queensland. Before
pursuing higher studies in Australia she
taught Applied Linguistics at Dhaka
University and East West University in
Bangladesh. Iffat’s research interest
includes identity, language, discourse,
poststructuralism and postcolonialism.
Her research informs how Bangla and
English language policies are
instrumental to the construction of
national identity, language identity,
social class identity, curricular identity
and global identity in Bangladesh.

IDENTITY, LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL
DIVIDE IN BANGLADESHI PRINT AND
SOCIAL MEDIA
The paper examines the connection between medium of
instruction (MOI) and identity in the discursive domains of
newspapers and social media. Specifically, the paper explores
sociocultural consequences of the MOI by examining discursive
identity constructions and contestations between two groups of
Bangladeshi students educated in two MOI systems: the national
language based Bangla medium (BM) and the second language
based English medium (EM) especially in a situation where
global connectivity is attained through the international
language, English. Theories and concepts from poststructuralism
and postcolonialism constitute the theoretical framework for
investigating discursive identity. Underpinned by a range of
relevant theoretical work, data are derived from 177 letters to the
editor (LTE), 377 Facebook posts and 47 newsgroup posts of
current or past BM and EM students covering a 25-year period
(1991 to 2015). The study infers how MOI backgrounds are
related to the representation of Self and Other identity with
reference to nationalism, language orientation, globalisation,
curriculum and social class. The findings suggest that the two
groups’ representation of Self and Other identity is influenced by
their respective orientations towards nationalism and
globalisation, language preference, social class belonging (with
relative access to economic and symbolic capital), convergence
to colonial past and egocentric positioning. The study informs
that MOI policies are ideology laden and that language policy
and planning (LPP) in Bangladesh and in other postcolonial and
globalising societies must be carefully crafted as these have farreaching social and economic consequences.
KEYWORDS: Self, Other, language, medium of instruction,
globalisation, nationalism, social class
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Riaz Uddin

Riaz Uddin commenced his PhD at the
School of Health and Rehabilitation
Sciences in July 2014. He obtained his
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Hons) and
Master of Pharmacy from Bangladesh.
Riaz is currently on study leave from
Stamford University Bangladesh, where
he works as a senior lecturer. Riaz is
currently working on the physical activity
and sedentary behaviour of young
adults in Bangladesh. His research is
expected to generate valuable
information on physical activity and
sedentary behaviour of young adults
aged 18-24 years who are the future of
any country. This is particularly
important to inform intervention
strategies to promote an active lifestyle
in young adults and as such improving
health and wellbeing of the next
generation.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY OF YOUNG
ADULTS IN DHAKA CITY,
BANGLADESH
Background: Physical activity (PA) offers physical and
psychosocial health benefits that are important during young
adulthood and later in life. However, little is known about PA of
young adults in low-middle-income countries. This presentation
draws on a study that aimed to assess the prevalence of physical
activity (PA) in Bangladeshi young adults.
Methodology: A convenience sample of 573 young adults (age:
20.71±1.35 years, female 45.2%) recruited from six universities
based in Dhaka city, completed a written questionnaire (response
rate: 91.6%). PA was assessed using the Global Physical
Activity Questionnaire (GPAQ).
Results: Data indicated that 17% of the participants were
meeting the World Health Organization’s PA recommendation
of 150 mins/wk, with a higher proportion of males than females
meeting the guidelines (27% vs. 6%). The median time spent in
physical activity was 100 mins/wk (IQR: 60, 130) with males
more active [120 mins/wk (80, 190)] than females [90 mins/wk
(50, 120)]. One-third (33%) of the participants reported workrelated PA, the median time was 40 mins/wk (20, 50) [male: 45
mins/wk (30, 50), female: 40 mins/wk (15, 50)]. Just over half
(53%) of the participants reported engaging in active transport
[90 mins/wk (60, 120)] with males doing more [90 mins/wk (60,
135)] than females [80 mins/wk (20, 100)]. Half of the
participants (51%) reported doing leisure-time PA (LTPA), the
median time was 90 mins/wk (60, 135) with longer times for
males [100 mins/wk (60, 180)] than females [80 mins/wk (60,
120)]. Jogging/running was the most commonly reported LTPA,
with 20% of males and 12% of females reporting doing this at
least once a week.
Conclusions: Four out of five Bangladeshi young adults living
in Dhaka city are insufficiently physically active. Additional
population-based studies, including regional and metropolitan
areas, and using objective measurements, are needed to
understand the PA patterns of young adults.
Co-author(s): Nicola Winship Burton & Asaduzzaman Khan
KEYWORDS: Physical
Bangladesh, South Asia
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Mohammed Bin
Kashem

Mohammed Bin Kashem is an
Associate Professor of Sociology at the
National University, Bangladesh and
currently a PhD candidate in
criminology at the University of
Queensland, Australia. He received his
Master’s in criminal justice from the
University of Baltimore, Maryland, USA
in 1996. Kashem was a Fulbright
Scholar of Residence in the Henry Lee
College of Criminal Justice and
Forensic Science at the University of
New Haven, Connecticut, USA in the
year 2011-2012. His research interests
include homicide clearance,
comparative policing, policing terrorism
and police reforms.

THE REFORM OF EVIDENCE-BASED
POLICE INVESTIGATIONS IN
BANGLADESH – THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN RHETORIC AND REALITY
In order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of Bangladesh
Police, the government undertook a Police Reform Program (PRP)
in 2005. The aim of this presentation is to examine the
implementation of the PRP’s capacity development program as it
relates to shifting police investigations from oral to evidence-based
procedures. A case study method consisting of in-depth interviews
has been chosen for this study. A total of 4 model police stations
were selected. The sample consisted of two distinct groups who
have been involved in the implementation of the capacity
development program. Group 1 comprises officials from various
implementing agencies such as the PRP, UNDP, while the Group 2
respondents were drawn from police investigators within the
sampled model police stations, supervising officials and senior
police executives. In total 45 participants consisting of 35 police
officers and 10 implementing officials were recruited for in-depth
interviews. Results indicate that a combination of internal and
external factors including organizational culture, lack of political
support and commitment, and lack of institutional capacity have
limited the successful implementation of evidence-based
investigations. Overall, the degree to which evidence-based
investigation was adopted by police investigators in the model
police stations appears to be modest.

KEYWORDS: Evidence-based, PRP, investigation, model
police station, SI
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Mohammed Robayet Khan, a PhD candidate
at the School of Economics, UQ, is a
member of Bangladesh Civil Service
(Administration Cadre). He is currently
posted as Senior Assistant Secretary (on
study leave) at the Ministry of Public
Administration, Govt. of Bangladesh. Prior to
joining civil service in 2006, Mr. Khan
completed his MBA from the Institute of
Business Administration, University of
Dhaka. Later on, he did his Master of
Development Economics (Advanced) from
UQ in 2014. His areas of research interest
include international trade, energy
economics, macroeconomics, and
environmental economics. He has
publications in international journals in his
areas of interest. His PhD topic is “Examining
possibility of developing countries’
participation in carbon trading under Sectoral
Trading Mechanism: Case of Bangladesh”

EFFECTS OF PORT AUTOMATION ON
EXPORTS: CASE OF CHITTAGONG
SEAPORT AUTOMATION IN
BANGLADESH
As a consequence of approaching “zero tariff” condition by the
world trading order, trade facilitation has become the next
crucial trade policy issue. Trade facilitation is deemed to
promote international trade by reducing trade costs. As 80% of
volumes and 70% of values of the international trade are handled
by the maritime ports all over the world, improving seaport
efficiency is considered as one of the most effective trade
facilitation devices to reduce trade costs. A number of studies
examined the effects of port efficiency on trade but most of them
are based on cross-country evaluations, which typically suffer
from the identification problem due to endogeneity. There is
hardly any program specific study in the literature examining the
effects of port efficiency on trade, which could produce unbiased
estimates of such trade interventions overcoming the
identification problem. This research investigates the effects of
the automation of the Chittagong seaport (CSP), the prime
maritime port of Bangladesh, on the firms’ exports using CSP.
This is a maiden effort in the literature to evaluate impacts of the
port automation on exports. With the structural change in the last
quarter of 2010, this analysis uses newly collected firm level
industry-destination specific export data of the ports for 20082012 period to examine the changes in firms’ exports using CSP
during the post automation period with respect to those of the
other port, Mongla seaport (MSP). Employing a DID model in
the standard Gravity framework, this study finds that the
automation of CSP resulted into 9.20% increase in average
exports of CSP relative to those of MSP during the post
automation period 2011-2012. Results are robust across different
specifications. There is also evidence of improvement in the
extensive and intensive margins.
KEYWORDS: Trade facilitation, port automation, exports,
DID, Gravity Model
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Khandakar Josia
Nishat

Khandakar Josia Nishat is a PhD
student at the School of Nursing,
Midwifery and Social Work, UQ. She
completed her Bachelor and Masters in
Women and Gender Studies from
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. She
worked as Research Assistant at
Transparency International
Bangladesh, and she was also actively
involved with several national and
international NGOs. Her main research
interest is to work for women to
achieve empowerment and equality in
the society.

THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
AND GIRLS: GLOBAL FINDINGS AND
A RESEARCH AGENDA FOR
BANGLADESH
In recent times studies of climate change have adequately
recorded its adverse effects on economy, food security etc. and
offered suggestions for suitable adaptations and mitigations
though only very few of these have focused on the issue of
effects of climate change on violence against women and girlchild. By undertaking meta-analysis of cross-cultural studies,
this paper aims to provide an overview of connections between
‘climate change’ and ‘violence against women and girls’ and to
highlight the importance as well as the relevance of similar
research in Bangladesh. Climate threats are real and moderated
by existing socio-economic arrangements and cultural norms in
Bangladesh where gender relationships are unequal and also
violence prone. Therefore, it is expected that the lessons of
international experiences and insights will greatly help to
develop a gendered research framework on climate change in
the context of Bangladesh that is comprehensive and gender
sensitive. And finally, that would pave the way for policy
options to form the male/female relationships which would be
more equal, dignified and violence free.
KEYWORDS: Climate Change, Vulnerability, Violence
against Women and Girls, Bangladesh
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Hafsa Hakim Pial did her Bachelors in
Social science in Economics from
University of Dhaka .She is very much
willing to start her career as a
researcher.

THE EFFECT OF BREXIT ON THE
ECONOMY OF BANGLADESH
BREXIT is a shorthand way to explain UK’s upcoming
withdrawal from EU. In a historic referendum on 23rd June
2016, UK voted to leave EU after 43 years of membership. UK
will have two years to negotiate the withdrawal as it will be a
very complex process. The possible consequences of Brexit on
Bangladesh economy will be investigated here. Though UK had
their own currency pound sterling, Euro was the common
currency throughout all the countries of EU. The value of pound
sterling has already been depreciated. In June British currency
hit the lowest against Bangladeshi taka in 6 years. In
consequence, migrant workers living in UK feel discouraged to
send money to Bangladesh resulting the remittance fall. Brexit
will have negative impact on the FDI (foreign direct investment)
inflow to Bangladesh. The GDP of UK has fallen which will
reduce their import in the short term. This is alarming for
Bangladesh as Bangladesh exports almost 60% of readymade
garments to EU countries. Bangladesh is now enjoying 12.5%
duty benefit on the export to EU countries including UK. This
general scheme of preference (GSP) facility may postpone for
UK once the country leave EU. This, in turn, will result terrible
effect on bilateral trade and investment. Moreover Brexit may
dispirit SAARC. Bangladesh needs to take essential actions to
confront forthcoming situations. The diplomats and
policymakers need to be careful. A taskforce can be formed
consisting the ministry of finance, ministry of trade, market
specialists and economists. A close monitoring of market is a
prerequisite. To stimulate the economy, economic incentives
can be effective. The only way to compensate the loss of export
market i.e. garments sector is to create new markets. It will be a
big relief for Bangladesh if the GSP upholds, diplomats have to
play a crucial role to ensure that.
Co-author(s): Nafis Islam
KEYWORDS: Brexit, GSP, export market, GDP, Bangladesh
economy
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